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T is I believe allowed that Chriſt died for 

the fins of the whole World: perſons of 
the meaneſt capacity are as much concern'd to 
know Hoco they are to be benefited by his death, 
as the learned and the wiſe; and the Goſpel 
was preached accordingly. Chriſt's own diſ- 
ciples had ſcarce any learning, and very 
little underſtanding before they were inform- 
ed by his preſence and converſation; almoſt as 
much may be ſaid of the diſciples of the Apoſ- 
tles: not to mention thoſe of their ſucceſſ- 
ors, down, the /earned can beſt tell how far. 


The New Teſtament contains thoſe very 
preachings which made the firſt converts to 
Chriſtianity ; and they are as properly, and 
truly addreſſed to the common people ſince thoſe 
times, as they were to the babes, and Suck- 
lings of them. If it were poilible, thoſe in- 
ſpired writings /bould be more plain and eaty 
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to be underſtood, when unattended with the 
operation of miracles. 


I hope it is not too much to ſay, that the 
Chriſtian Law contains 79 one thing neceſſa- 
ry to the ſalvation of any man, that is not 
equally intelligible to a// Men, A Low is a 
rule to act by: When human laws are of 
doubtful ſignification, they are juſtly deemed 


ſo far defective. A truly divine Law, can 
have nothing miſterious in it; it mult be pro- 


mulgated before it can bind; to ſay it is pro- 
mulgated where it is not underſtood, is ab- 
ſurd. If by the ruſt of time, and accidents, 
or by worſe means, it has contracted any 
kind of obſcurity, when able, and faithful 
men have made it clear again, it is no lon- 
ger a Miſtery. That what is deemed by cer- 
tain orthodox gentlemen a /acred miſtery, is, 
or needs be to honeſt ſimplicity, and common 
ſenſe, no Miſtery at all, the following frag- 


ment of a Letter is a remarkable inſtance. It 


was written upwards of twenty Years fince 
to an elderly orthodox Clergyman, by a very 
young perſon, of no kind of education or ad- 
vantage more than an ordinary tradeſinan, in 
anſwer to a requeſt of the old Gentleman's, 

that 
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that he would read Mr. Seed's Sermons, and 
ſome other books on the Subject. How it 


fell into my hands, and in ſuch a tattered, 
condition is not neceſſary to mention: zper- 


ect as ĩt is, who ever reads it with the atten- 


ion and candor in which it ſeems to have been 
written, will perceive that any man who has 
courage to read the Goſpel of Iight with his 
own underſtanding, will meet with nothing 
init to darken his underſtanding ; and that to 
be a Chriſtian in aich, there is no ſort of occa- 
ſion for renouncing that Underſtanding w:th- 
out which, he were but a brute upon two legs. 


Whatever is above the reach of human Un- 


_ derſtanding, the human mind is not concern- 


ed to know: whatever is contrary to reaſon, 
a rational creature cannot believe. What good 
% Miſteries in Religion can pgſſibly be turned 
to, my Creator has not given me power 
to comprehend : the 2// uſes that every chriſ- 
tian Country, has in its turn experienced from 
them, written as they are, in characters of 
blood, cruelty, rapine, and oppreſſion, he 
who runs may read: to ambitious, crafty 


Churchmen, 
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Churchmen, they have ever been of ſin- 


gular uſe; the ſame as his ſteel is to a But- 
cher, or his Military Collectors to the Hero of 


_ Germany. But ſo far as the ſalvation of men 


is affected by them, they are, and muſt be 
impediments: they conſtantly divert mens at- 
tention from the weightier matters of the law 
and the zealous advocates for them have al- 
ways preferred them to it. 


There are, I doubt not, a million of people 
on this Iſland capable of thinking as juſtly as 
the author of the following letter. I pub- 
liſh it to remind ſome of them howfavourable 
the preſent opportunity is, to exert the power, 


and aſſert the right of doing ſo. If they ſet 


about it in earneſt, the conſtitution of our na- 
tional church may be made as rational, as the 
conſtitution of our civil government, Men 
of weight, and adequate abilities have al- 
ready taken the lead: our part is only to give 
the countenance of numbers. A general Elec- 
tion is near at hand. In the mean time, let 


us make ready to aſſert our religious as well as 
civil rights; and be careful not one moment 


to forget, that religious, and civil /berty ge- 
nerally go hand in hand. 


FRAGMENT 
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FRAGMENT or a LETTER 
T O 
An ORTHODOX CLERGYMAN. 


REVEREND SIR, 


* * * * * * 
* * * * * * * * 


* * * but leſt you ſhould think 
my want of conviction owing merely to in- 
veterate prejudice, or obſtinacy, I beg leave 
to offer you two, or three, out of number- 
leſs reaſons, why I cannot but diſſent from 
Mr. Seed's principles. 


Firſt, (you will wonder at my declaring 
it) this important queſtion ſeems to me, 
moſt eaſily decided from the Scriptures them 
{elves : for as to the metaphyſical arguments 
of either party, what I have ſeen of them, if 
they prove any thing, it is, that neither of 
them know any thing of the matter : and 

ſurely 
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ſurely it is a raſh undertaking in the moſt 


excellent of ſuch creatures as are totally ig- 
norant of the Eſſence and mode of exiſtence 
of their own Spirits, thoſe mere ſpecks of 
being, to aim at defining an infinite and 
Almighty one: nor is it a little odd, that 
not the greateſt of them all, but readily ac- 
knowledges what they are diſputing about 
to be utterly incomprehenſible ; yet immedi- 
ately, like a hound upon heel ſcent, away 
goes one to prove, the ommpreſence of the 
deity muſt be by way of extention, becauſe 
he exiſts by the nece/ity of his own nature, 
that which is neceſſary being ſo every where 
alike ; whilſt his opponent ſtretches to over- 
take, and tell him, that F the deity is ex- 
tended, and fills up immenſity, every cube 
of ſpace, may be called fo much of the deity ; 
and that at this rate the Creator of all things 
can be preſent no where; only ſo much of 


him as is commenſurate to the place ſpecified ; 


whereas God, i. e. the whole of the deity 
muſt be preſent in every point of ſpace, or 
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, * Moſt of the arguments, I mean 
metaphyſical ones, relating immediately to 
the doctrine of the I.“, with me, have 
little more weight than theſe: ſome of them, 
it is true, ſet out from particular texts in 
ſcripture ; but if what Mr. Seed ſays be juſt 


(which I believe) viz. „that the ſcriptures 
* were no more given us to explain that 
* doctrine, than Reaſon was to explore” 
what lies beyond the reach of its faculties ; 
there can be no great advantage drawn, in 
this caſe, even from the fountain head of 
truth : yet Sir, as I obſerved at firſt, the 
Scriptures only can reſolve me what I am 
concerned to know of the matter ; but it 
is not a few tortured, or miſconſtrued texts, 
wreſted from the main body, that will do 
it, but the plain tenor of the whole. When 
I meet with a pailage in thoſe ſacred wri- 
tings, which appears inconſiſtent with any 
other part of them, I candidly examine 
which is moſt agreable to reaſon (for my 
notion is, that man 1s a religious Creature 
only as an 7atelligent one) and the evident de- 
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in of revelation, and conſider the plain 
ſenſe of that, as the true meaning of the 
Author ; leaving to ſuch as may underſtand 
the % of miſteries, the making that which 
is dark to me, as unintelliigble to every body 
elſe. By this method have I fixed my opi- 
nions; at the ſame time I ſhould be glad to 
learn ſome better way, if any ſuch there be, 
for a perſon of no learning, and but a mo- 
derate underſtanding to qualify himſelf, “ fo 
* as to be able to judge for himſelf of the 
* ſeveral ſes and parties among Chriſtians, 
* to ſettle his own opinions in diſputable 
* matters, and then to enjoy tranquility of 
* mind, neither diſturbing others, nor being 
« diſturbed at what paſſes among them.” 
I do not ſay I am arrived at that tranquility of 
mind; but it is the want of ſufficient virtue 
and piety, not the obliguity of my opinons that 
debars me it. If I appear fond of my 
own notions, do not blame me; they fit eaſy 


on my mind, and are never * * * 
8 P * * * * 5 4 
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* * I and this I can ſay in the ſin- 


cerity of my heart, I love no one in the 


world the leſs, for being of a different opi- 
nion, unleſs it be thoſe graceleleſs bigots 
who damn at a venture all who do not Fink, 
as they would have them think. I cannot 
forbear in 7h7s place taking notice of one paſ- 
ſage in Mr. Seed's Sermon on the Athanaſian 


Creed; I think theſe are his words--- 


« Arianiſm from Deiſm, and Deiſin from 
* Atheiſm are divided by very thin parti- 
tions ;” and I will not help ſaying, that 
between ſuch wuncharitable dogmatiſms, and 
prattical Atheiſm, there are no partitions at 
all. Dr. Waterland, if he really deſerved any 
thing like the character Mr. Seed has given 
of him, would not have whiſpered ſuch a 
thing even to his boſom friend; much leſs 
have declared it to all the world; nay he 
could not even have 7hought it, tho' it muſt 


be a very coarſe thing indeed, that is too 
hard for ſo orthodox a digeſtion. 
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Had Mr. Seed averred as much of the So— 


cinians, his talents were too gay to maintain 
it. It is far from impoſſible that a man 
ſhould believe the Bible to be the word of 
God, altho' he doubted whether our bleſſed 
Saviour was more than a Prophet : were the 
Jews mere Libertines, Atheiſts (his Hin 
partitions are but veils of the Author's po- 
Iiteneſs) becauſe they worſhipped God only in 
unity? And ſurely the Arian Syſtem lies not 
more open to the imputation of Scepticiſm. 
Mr. Seed himſelf fays ſomewhere, that, 
there is no abſurdity in ſuppoſing one 
* perfef man, immaculate of fin, would con- 
* tain more intrinſic worth, than a whole race 
* of fallen creatures; and, that it mght have 


e pleaſed the Divine Being, had he thought 


& fo fit, to have accepted ſuch a ſacrifice for 
„ the ſins of the whole world ;” (which 
for ſo orthodox a man, is ſaying a great deal) 
much farther from abſurdity is the ſuppo- 
ſition that Jeſus Chriſt, was the t and 
greateſt of all created Beings ; of ſuch tran- 
ſcendent power, and excellence, as to have 
formed every thing that is beneath "Ow ; 

that 
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that he is, under God, the Law-giver of the 
univerſe, at whoſe dread tribunal, we all 
muſt wait the determination of our eternal 
condition: Surely the ſacrifice of ſuch a Being 


may then be accepted by the ſupreme God, 


whoſe tender mercies are over all his works, 
and who has no pleaſure in the death of the 
wicked, as an attonement for the fins of ſuch 
poor, frail reptiles as we are ! 


Should it be objected, that the moſt excel- 
lent of all created Beings, are utterly inca- 
pable of merit in the ſight of God, as the utmo/t 
he could do,would be no more than his duty ; 
and that. mer? is an attribute peculiar to the 
great %% Cauſe ;--Does not merit, in the 
proper fenſe of the word, claim a reward ? 
can God reward himſelf? or will infinite 
and compleat happineſs admit of augmenta- 
tion? where would this lead us to! But, to 
take the word in the orthodox ſenſe ; may 


there not be as much of it, derived to ſuch a 


Being, from its omnipolent Creator in that 
amazing power and dignity, with which it 
is ſuppoſed to be endowed, as the bleſſed 
Author of our religion, in his human capa- 


city, 
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city, can derive from his relation, or if you 
pleaſe union, to the ſecond perſon in the 
T----? for the hotteſt Trinitarians allow 
that it was the human nature of Chriſt only 
that ſuffered, But, not to be more tedious ; 


on which ſide ſoever * * * * 
* * * * 3% * * * 
* + * * * * # 2 


* * Ariuniſm is not Atheiſm. Mr. 
Seed complains elſewhere, that the adverſe par- 
ty ſhould be /ufered to brand any of the or- 
thodox with the appellation of Bigots. Is 
Atheiſt a ſofter term than Bigot ? ſuch lan- 


guage ill expreſſes that forbearing meekneſ;, 


and brotherly love, which have ever diſtin- 
guiſhed thoſe who were more than nominal 
Chriſtians. Ina word Sir, I believe in one 
God, and in one only (the reſt is chaff) 
the Alpha, and Omega: the God, and Fa- 
ther of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt; the Creator, 
and preſerver of the whole world. God is 
a Spirit: more than this I preſume not to 
know of his exiſtence. But I know what is 
not God: fleſh, and blood, no more than 
crumbs of bread. | 


I cannot 
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I cannot tell, nor indeed conceive, what 
mode of reaſoning honeſt and fincere men, 
who want neither learning nor talents, make 
uſe of, to perſuade themſelves againſt all liłe- 
libood and probability; not to ſay poſſibility. 
Would ſuch but imagine themſelves in the 
place of the immediate diſciples, and con- 
ſtant attendants of Chriſt's perſon during his 
abode and ſufferings here upon earth; to 
have eat, drank, flept, prayed with the Sor 
of Man ; let any one even ſuppoſe himſelf to 


have been the very beloved diſciple ; he 


would hardly conceive himſelf therein to be 
the hoſom-friend and companion of Gop Al- 


MIGHTY; the very thought makes one 


tremble. 


I have, Sir, to oblige you, alſo read biſhop 
Bull's ſcripture doctrine of the Trinity: his 
Lordſhip would have made a very good pre- 


ident of the Inquijition. Your friend Dr. 
| Waterland's Book I have not read: to ſee a 


learned, ſenſible, good-humor'd man, ſeriouſly 


undertake to reaſon himſelf out of his wits, 
hurts me too much : ſuch acne is like an 


able- 
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able-bodied, willing meſſenger on a ſwift horſe ; 
the faſter he goes, and the longer he purſues 
a wrong road, the farther he is from his 
Fourney's Enũ. 


